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What seye ye by every mynstral,
That yn swyche thynges delyte them alle ?
Here1 doyng ys ful peryious,
Hyt loveth nother3 God ne goddys house;
Them were lever here of a daunce,
Of host, and of olypraunce*
Than any gode of God of hevene,
Or other wysdom that were to nevene*.
Yn folyss ys alle that they gete,
Here cloth, here drynke, and here mete.

7      THE ACTOR'S STATUS

Thomas de Cabham, Bishop of Salisbury, who died in 1313, compiled
a Penitential^ or guide-book for confessors, from -which the following ex-
tract is translated. Mr E. K. Chambers, who prints the Latin (Medieval
Stage, II. 262), notes that the doctrine here laid down about minstrels is
often repeated in later treatises of the kind. Grosseteste took the same
view (R. of Brunne, Handlyng Synne^ E.E.T.S., 1901, p. 158).

There are three kinds of play-actors \kistrionum\. Some
transform and transfigure their own bodies by base contortions
and base gestures, or by basely denuding themselves, or by
wearing horrible masks; and all such are to be damned un-
less they abandon their calling. Others, again, do no work,
but commit criminal deeds, having no fixed abode, but haunting
the courts of great men and backbiting the absent oppro-
briously and ignominiously in order to please others. Such
men also are to be damned; for the Apostle bids us take no
food with such men as this; and such men are called wander-
ing buffoons, for they are good for nothing but gluttony and
backbiting. There is also a third kind of actors who have
musical instruments for men's delight; and such are of two
kinds. Some haunt public drinkings and wanton assemblies,
where they sing divers songs to move men to wantonr^sl;
and such are to be damned like the rest But there are otfeets
called jougleurs \joculatores\) who sing the deeds of princes
and the lives of the saints, and solace men in their sickness or
ia their anguish, and do not those innumerable fcase deeds

1 their.       * neither.
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